
Activities &
Information 

Vocabulary
It’s always fun to learn a new word. Here are some words that are important and 
fun to know:

Amphibian:  
Cold-blooded animals such as frogs and toads which live in water as babies but breathe air on 
land as adults

Camouflage: 
To hide something by covering or coloring so that it looks like its surroundings

Curious:  
Wanting to know more about something. Curious can also mean odd.

Glisten: 
to shine or sparkle with light

Habitat: 
A place that an animal lives that provides food, water and shelter. Different animals need different 
habitats.

Mammal:  
A warm-blooded animal such as a dog,  giraffe, mouse, bear, whale, or human being. Mammals 
have back-bones and mammal mothers produce milk to feed their young.

Predator: 
An animal that gets its food by hunting and killing other animals

Rainforest: 
Forests with tall trees, warm climates, and lots of rain

Saliva: 
The spit in your mouth that's made of water and other chemicals and that helps 
digest your food

Species: 
Related animals that share common features and can breed with one another.

Synchronize: 
To occur or move together at the same rate and at the same time--- like dancers do.

Zoological: 
Having to do with animals
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There is so much life yet to be discovered on Earth. It is estimated that it would take another 
400 to 500 years to document all of our planet’s amazing life

In the Caribbean, the world’s smallest lizard was found. Called the Jaragua 
lizard, it’s only a half-inch long! 

Also found recently was a lobster with hair and a bright green 
snake found in India and named Salazar after Salazar Slytherin, 
a character from the Harry Potter books. 

Then there's the tiny micro-chameleon that can balance on the end of 
your pencil. 

Oh and let’s not forget, the Lesula, the Owl-Faced Monkey discovered in the 
Congo, Africa in 2012. It’s eyes look almost human though it’s face is flat like 
an owl’s.  

Several new species have been found deep in the ocean such 
as a snail that you can see right through.  The Zospeum 
tholussum snail lives 3,200 feet below the sea.

LITTLE-Known Animals
Did you know there are many animals we don’t know? Yes, there are lots! We think there 
are about 8.8 million species of animals. But we’ve only discovered about a quarter of them! 
Lately, scientists have found some new, weird animals. 

Animal Camouflage
Many animals camouflage so well to their surroundings, you don’t even notice they’re there. 
See if you can match the animal with its habitat that works well for hiding.

Match the animal with its habitat.

If  You Want to Meet a Manatee
Which animal in the book would you like to meet? 

Can you plan a visit to that animal’s habitat? How will you get there? 
What would you pack for the weather and environment? What activities 
could you share with the animal?

Write a postcard telling your friend about your amazing visit.

https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/animal-camouflage-for-kids/


Dingo Bingo
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QUESTIONS

How to Play:  

Draw a Tic-Tac-Toe game board. Have Players 
1 and 2 take turns answering as Player 3 asks 
the questions below. The first player to answer 
correctly makes a mark, an X or an O, in one 
of the squares. The first player to mark three 
squares across, down or diagonal, cries “Dingo 
Bingo!” and wins the game. The other person 
becomes the questioner for the next game.

6. What can some dingoes imitate?
7. How does a mother dingo feed her pups?
8. Why do farmers view the dingo as a threat?
9. What did farmers build to protect

their flocks?

1. Where does the dingo live?
2. What does a dingo eat?
3. What sound does a dingo make?
4. How is dingo like a dog?
5. How is dingo different than a dog?

Memory Game for 3 players

Just as the dingo looks like a dog, but is not a dog, this game looks like tic-tac-toe, but is 
different. This game can be adapted for each animal.

Make your own Parachute!
The colugo sails through the air as if she’s on a 
hang glider. And a colugo can glide far―230 ft 
from one tree to another!  A hang glider has wings 
like the colugo and in the center a harnessed rider 
hangs while gliding down from a cliff. The air 
currents keep the glider in the air.

You can see how this works by making your very 
own toy hang glider by following the simple steps 
in this video. 

Make your very own toy hang glider. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfCt5sMyVJ4


Alliteration Station
What’s alliteration? It’s when words next to each other begin with the same sound. Like this: 
Peter Piper Picked a Peck of Pickled Peppers.

Using alliteration when you write can make the words sound pretty or sometimes sound 
funny. There’s a Babirusa in my Bathtub! has some fun alliteration. In fact, the title is 
alliteration: bathtub and babirusa both start with the letter “B” and have the same “B” sound.

Here are some other alliterations in the book:

Can you find more alliteration in the book? And can you make up your own sentences 
using alliteration? You can!
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STILL WANT MORE?
The number of fascinating animals in the world seems endless, but here are three more to

know and maybe learn more about:

Fabulous Fact:

Because it runs only on its hind
legs, the agama is nicknamed

“ the bicycle lizard.”

Agama
(Ah-gahm-ah)

If you want a little drama 
Just watch that agama
He’ll really give you a thrill.
For if you scare him
That’ll just dare him
To show of a marvelous skill.
He’ll spread his neck like elastic
To form a collar so fantastic
Like a glorious, rainbow-colored frill!

The agama, also called the frilled dragon, is a large lizard. Its color matches the land and the trees in which it
lives. The male agama has a hidden beauty. It has a huge flap of neck skin that is draped over its shoulders like a 
cape. When frightened, the agama opens this flap wide into a frill as colorful as a rainbow and as pretty as butterfly 
wings.

The agama also makes a loud, hissing sound showing the inside of its bright yellow mouth, then it thrashes its tail 
on the ground. If all this doesn’t make a predator back off, the agama stands up and runs away on its hind legs!

These lizards live in northern Australia and in New Guinea where they scout for crickets, spiders and beetles. If 
you approach an agama that’s in a tree, you might think it is playing peek-a-boo. It will move to the opposite side 
of the tree trunk and keep going around and around the trunk, sneaking peeks at you. You will be led on a dizzying 
chase!

Fabulous Fact

Tangling with a Tangalung?

Silent, still, out of sight.

Tricky turtle



Pichiago
(Pitch-ee-ah-go)

If a pichiago were to wind up in Chicago 
What a wonderful commotion it would cause!
From its forehead to its end
There’s no question it would send
Children into giggles and guffaws.
Though no one would make a crack
About the armor on its back
For any armadillo’s got one too, even more. 
No, the funniest thing they’d find
Is the shield on its behind
And they’d all be asking, “What’s it for?"
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Fabulous Fact:

The shell of the pichiago and other
armadillos is made from plates of

bone called “scutes.” The armadillo is the
only mammal with scutes on its skin.

Fabulous Fact:

A skink scratches the side of its head with its hind leg
―just like a dog.

Living in the grasslands of South America, the pichiago is the smallest of the armadillos. But unlike other
armadillos, the pichiago has armor only down it’s back. And a funny round shield on its rear end. What is this 
shield for? It’s a kind of door!

When enemies approach, the pichiago quickly digs a hole and dives in headfirst. It sticks its rump up so the 
armor shield plugs the hole―like a cork.

The pichiago is also called the Pink Fairy Armadillo because its armor is pink and it has white wispy fur. In fact,
you might think the pichiago looks like a giant fuzzy pink caterpillar. It certainly walks as slowly as a caterpillar 
while it slurps up ants with its long tongue. Pichiago babies are called “pups.” And all pichiagos, whether young 
or old, make a sound just like a baby!

The blue-tongued skink is a large lizard that lives in Australia and New Guinea. It has a
strong body, short legs, a long tail and a tongue that is bright blue as the sky on a summer 
day. When the skink feels threatened it puffs up its body and sticks out its long blue tongue 
to scare away other animals.

Skinks make good pets for they are sturdy but gentle. If you have a skink as a pet, never pick
it up by its tail. The skink’s long tail will come off in your hand. The skink will grow the tail 
back but it will be very frightened… and so will you.

The skink is a speedy creature. It can run fast to escape a bird or a snake. But when it is still, 
it is very still. A skink can lie in the sun on a rock all day and move no more than the rock. 
The skink doesn’t even blink.

Skink
(Skink)

I think
the skink
had a drink
of ink.
His tongue’s
not pink
and ink’s 
the link
I think.



Glutton
(Glut-in)

When you meet a glutton
Don’t feed him pork or mutton
Or sirloin steaks
Or chocolate cakes
Or soup with who knows what in.
The glutton has no self control
And his appetite takes its toll.
With every giant gulp and bite
His clothes are stretched way too tight.
If you try to feed a glutton
Hel’ll have a coat he cannot button
Trousers that will barely zip
Split their seams and surely rip.
So, when you meet a glutton
Don’t feed him pork or mutton
For breakfast,lunch or dinner
And then maybe― he’ll get thinner!
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Fabulous Fact:

 The glutton’s nickname is “skunk bear” because what it 
doesn’t eat, it fouls with a bad-smelling musk.

Omnivore, Carnivore, Herbivore
Are you a picky eater? No? Well most animals are. All animals including you are either a 
carnivore, an herbivore or an omnivore.

A carnivore is an animal that eats primarily or only meat. Dogs, lions, and wolves are 
carnivores as are many other mammals.

An herbivore is an animal that eats only plants. Horses, cows, elephants and giraffes are
herbivores.

An omnivore is an animal that can eat both meat and plants. Pigs, rats, chimpanzees and 
chickens are omnivores. 

A person who eats way too much is called a glutton and that’s what this creature does. The glutton eats too much 
and almost anything. It so loves its food, it often kills more than it can eat, hides the leftovers then returns to eat 
the rest later. Another name for this animal is “wolverine” but it is often called a glutton and now you know why.

When a glutton is hungry, it’s fierce. It will attack a moose that is twenty times bigger than itself. In fact, it will 
attack any animal except a human. On large snowshoe feet, the glutton moves fast and far in a constant hunt for 
food. Because it travels alone and lives in remote forests few people ever see it.

Today, scientists believe that the footprints found in the snowy mountains of Asia that were thought to belong to 
the Abominable Snowman are really just the tracks for the glutton. To add to the myth, the glutton often stands 
on its hind legs, and so, from a distance looks like a fat, hairy man.




